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Guiding Principles of ESL from ELPS Standards

Adult ELLs have the potential to meet state-adopted challenging academic standards.

Adult ELLs represent a diverse population of learners.

Adult ELLs’ funds of knowledge are a resource for their learning.

Social language has an important role in ELLs’ English language acquisition process.
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Three key instructional advances from the basis of state-adopted content standards for English language
arts in AE that ELLs must access.

Adult ELLs must be able to successfully engage with a wide variety of informational texts.

Scaffolding is an essential tool to facilitate ELLs’ acquisition of language and content.

ELLs with disabilities have specific instructional needs.

Multimedia technology aligned to the ELP Standards for AE should be integrated into instruction.
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O Academic language instruction should be incorporated into all content lessons, including mathematics and
science.
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Content Level Content Thread
Strand

Level 1

By the end of English
language proficiency level 1,
an ELL can use a very limited
set of strategies to...

a. ldentify a few key words and phrases in oral communications and simple spoken and
written texts.

Level 2 a. ldentify the main topic in oral presentations and simple spoken and written texts
b. Retell a few key details.

By the end of English
language proficiency level 2,
an ELL can use an emerging
set of strategies to:

Level 3 a. Determine a central idea or theme in oral presentations and spoken and written texts
b. Retell key details
By the end of English c. Answer questions about key details
language proficiency level 3, d. Explain how the theme is developed by specific details in texts
32921";532 ing e. Summarize part of a text.
set of strategies to:
Level 4 a. Determine a central idea or theme in oral presentations and spoken and written texts
By the end of English b. A_nalyze t'h.e deve!opment o_f the themes/ ideas _
language proficiency c. Cite speglflc details and evidence from texts to support the analysis
level 4, an ELL can use d. Summarize a text.
an increasing range of
strategies to:
Level 5 a. Determine central ideas or themes in oral presentations and spoken and written texts
b. Analyze the development of the themes/ideas
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By the end of English c. Cite specific details and evidence from texts to support the analysis
language proficiency level 5, d. Summarize a text.
an ELL can
use a wide range of strategies
to:
Strand 2 Level 1 a. Actively listen to others
. b. Participate in short conversations and written exchanges about familiar topics and in familiar
By the end of English contexts
language proficiency c. Present simple information
level 1, an ELL can... d. Respond to simple yes/no questions and some wh- questions.
Level 2 a. Participate in short conversations and written exchanges about familiar topics and in familiar
. contexts
By the end of English b. Present information and ideas
language proficiency c. Appropriately take turns in interactions with others
level 2, an ELL can... d. Respond to simple questions and wh- questions
Level 3 a. Participate in conversations, discussions, and written exchanges about familiar topics, texts, and
issues
By the end of English b. Build on the ideas of others
language proficiency c. Express his or her own ideas
level 3, an ELL can... d. Ask and answer relevant questions
e. Add relevant information and evidence
f.  Restate some of the key ideas expressed
g. Follow rules for discussion
h. Ask questions to gain information or clarify understanding.
Level 4 a. Participate in conversations, discussions, and written exchanges about a range of topics, texts, and issues
b. Build on the ideas of others
By the end of c. Express his or her own ideas
English d. Clearly support points with specific and relevant evidence
language e. Ask and answer questions to clarify ideas and conclusions
proficiency level f. Summarize the key points expressed.
4, an ELL can...
Level 5 a. Participate in conversations, extended discussions, and written exchanges about a range of
substantive topics, texts, and issues
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By the end of English
language proficiency

b. Build on the ideas of others
c. Express his or her own ideas clearly and persuasively

level 5, an ELL can... d. Refer to specific and relevant evidence from texts or research to support his or her ideas
e. Ask and answer questions that probe reasoning and claims
f. Summarize the key points and evidence discussed.
Strand 3 Level 1
. a. Communicate information and feelings about familiar texts, topics, and experiences.
An ELL can... By the end of English
speak and write language proficiency
about level- level 1, an ELL can...
appropriate with support,
COZ‘PI?CX Iltergry I Level 2 a. Deliver short oral presentations
and informationa _ b. Compose simple written narratives or informational texts
texts and topics. By the end of English
language proficiency - about familiar texts, topics, experiences, or events.
level 2, an ELL can...
with support,
Level 3 a. Deliver short oral presentations
) b. Compose written informational texts
By the end of English c. Develop the topic with a few details
language proficiency
level 3, an ELL can... - about familiar texts, topics, or events.
with support,
Level 4 a. Deliver oral presentations
. b. Compose written informational texts
By the end of English c. Develop the topic with some relevant details, concepts, examples, and information
language proficiency d. Integrate graphics or multimedia when useful
level 4, an ELL can...
- about a variety of texts, topics, or events.
Level 5 a. Deliver oral presentations
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Level 1 Express an opinion about a familiar topic, experience or event.

Give a reason for the opinion.

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 1, an ELL can...

Level 2 a. Construct a claim about familiar topics, experiences, or events
. b. Introduce the topic, experience, or event

By the end of English c. Give areason to support the claim

language proficiency d. Provide a concluding

level 2, an ELL can...

Level 3 a. Construct a claim about familiar topics
. b. Introduce the topic

By the end of English c. Provide sufficient reasons or facts to support the claim

language proficiency d. Provide a concluding statement.

level 3, an ELL can...
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Level 1 a. Carry out short, shared research projects
b. Gather information from a few provided print and digital sources
By the end of English c. Label collected information, experiences, or events
language proficiency d. Recall information from experience or from a provided
level 1, an ELL can...
with support,
Level 2 a. Carry out short individual or shared research projects
b.  Gather information from provided print and digital sources
By the end of English c. Record information in simple notes
language proficiency d. Summarize data and information.
level 2, an ELL can...
with support,
Level 3 a. Carry out short research projects to answer a question
. b.  Gather information from multiple provided print and digital sources
By the end of English c. Paraphrase key information in a short written or oral report
language proficiency d. Include illustrations, diagrams, or other graphics as appropriate
level 3, an ELL can... e.  Provide a list
with support,
Level 4 a. Carry out both short and more sustained research projects to answer a question
: b.  Gather information from multiple print and digital sources
By the end of English c.  Evaluate the reliability of each source
language proficiency d.  Use search terms effectively
level 4, an ELL can... e.  Synthesize information from multiple print and digital sources
f.  Integrate information into an organized oral or written report
g. Include illustrations, diagrams, or other graphics as appropriate
h.  Cite sources appropriately.




Level 1

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 1, an ELL can...
with support,
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Identify a point an author or a speaker makes.

Level 2

By the end of English
language proficiency

with support,

level 2, an ELL can...

a. ldentify the main argument an author or speaker makes
b. Identify one reason an author or a speaker gives to support the argument.

Level 3

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 3, an ELL can...
with support,

a. Explain the reasons an author or a speaker gives to support a claim
b. Identify one or two reasons an author or a speaker gives to support the main point.
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Strand 7

An ELL can...
adapt language
choices to purpose,
task, and audience
when speaking
and writing.

Level 1

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 1, an ELL can...

a. Show emerging awareness of differences between informal and formal language use
b. Recognize the meaning of some words learned through conversations, reading, and being read to.

Level 2

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 2, an ELL can...

Show increasing awareness of differences between informal and formal language use
Adapt language choices to task and audience with emerging control in various social and
academic contexts

Begin to use some frequently occurring general academic and content-specific words.

Level 3

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 3, an ELL can...

Adapt language choices and style according to purpose, task, and audience with developing
ease in various social and academic contexts

Use an increasing number of general academic and content-specific words and expressions
in spoken and written texts

Show developing control of style and tone in spoken and written texts.

Level 4

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 4, an ELL can...

Adapt language choices and style according to purpose, task, and audience in various social and
academic contexts

Use a wider range of complex general academic and content-specific words and phrases

Adopt and maintain a formal and informal style and tone in spoken and written texts,

as appropriate.

Level 5

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 5, an ELL can...

Adapt language choices and style according to purpose, task, and audience with ease in various
social and academic contexts

Use a wide variety of complex general academic and content-specific words and phrases
Employ both formal and more informal styles and tones effectively in spoken and written texts,
as appropriate.

Level 1

By the end of English
language proficiency level 1,
an ELL can...

relying heavily on context,
questioning, and knowledge
of morphology in their native

Recognize the meaning of a few frequently occurring words, simple phrases, and
formulaic expressions.

- in spoken and written texts about familiar topics, experiences, or events.
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language(s),

Level 2 a. Determine the meaning of frequently occurring words, phrases, and expressions

By the end of English
language proficiency level 2,
an ELL can...

using context, questioning,
and knowledge of
morphology in their native
language(s),

- in spoken and written texts about familiar topics, experiences, or events.

Level 3 a. Determine the meaning of general academic and content-specific words and phrases and

) frequently occurring expressions
By the end of English

language proficiency level 3, . . - . .
an ELL can... - in spoken and written texts about familiar topics, experiences, or events.

using context, questioning,
and a developing knowledge
of English and their native
language(s)' morphology,

Level 4 a. Determine the meaning of general academic and content-specific words and phrases, figurative

and connotative language, and a growing number of idiomatic expressions
By the end of English guag 9 g p

language proficiency level 4, . . . . .
an ELL can... - in spoken and written texts about a variety of topics, experiences,

using context, questioning,
and an increasing knowledge
of English morphology,




Strand 9

An ELL can...
create clear and
coherent level-
appropriate
speech and text.
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English morphology,

Level 1

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 1, an ELL can...
with support,

a. Communicate basic information about an event or topic
b. Use a narrow range of vocabulary and syntactically simple sentences.

Level 2 a. Recount a short sequence of events in order
) b. Introduce an informational topic
By the end of English c. Provide one or two facts about the topic
language proficiency d. Use common linking words to connect events and ideas.
level 2, an ELL can...
with support,
Level 3 a. Recount a sequence of events, with a beginning, middle, and end
) b. Introduce and develop an informational topic with facts and details
By the end of English c. Use common transitional words and phrases to connect events, ideas, and opinions
language proficiency d. Provide a conclusion.

level 3, an ELL can...
with support,

Level 4

By the end of English
language proficiency

a. Recount a longer, more detailed sequence of events or steps in a process, with a clear sequential
or chronological structure

b. Introduce and develop an informational topic with facts, details, and evidence

c. Use a variety of more complex transitions to link the major sections of speech and text and to

level 4, an ELL can... clarify relationships among events and ideas
d. Provide a concluding section or statement.
Level 5 a. Recount a complex and detailed sequence of events or steps in a process, with an effective

sequential or chronological order
b. Introduce and effectively develop an informational topic with facts, details, and evidence
c. Use complex and varied transitions to link the major sections of speech and text and to clarify




Strand 10

An ELL can...
demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English
to communicate in
level-appropriate
speech and
writing.
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Level 1

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 1, an ELL can...
with support,
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a. Recognize and use a small number of frequently occurring nouns, noun phrases, verbs,
conjunctions, and prepositions
b. Understand and respond to simple questions.

Level 2 a. Use frequently occurring verbs, nouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, and conjunctions
. b. Produce simple and compound sentences.
By the end of English
language proficiency
level 2, an ELL can...
with support,
Level 3 a. Use simple phrases
b. Use simple clauses

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 3, an ELL can...
with support,

c. Produce and expand simple, compound, and a few complex sentences.

Level 4

By the end of English
language proficiency
level 4, an ELL can...

a. Use increasingly complex phrases
b. Use increasingly complex clauses
c. Produce and expand simple, compound, and complex sentences.
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Table C-1 from English Language Proficiency Standards for Adult Education. Supports and Scaffolding Requirements by

Level. 13

ELP Levels 1-2

ELP Levels 3-4

ELP Level 5

Teacher Language
and Teacher-
Student Exchanges

Give wait time

Use contextualized language about
concrete topics

Repeat, paraphrase, model, and gesture
Use think-alouds to model processes and
language

Give one-step directions

Use native language as appropriate

Have students demonstrate understanding
by pointing or gesturing

Concentrate on meaning rather than
correctness

Give wait time

Use contextualized language
about concrete and abstract
topics

Repeat, paraphrase, and model
Use think-alouds to model
process and language
Concentrate on meaning rather
than correctness

Model complex grammatical
language about both concrete
and abstract topics

Materials and
Activities

Build background

Use visuals

Use total physical response (TPR)

Use graphic organizers

Use illustrations and photos to show
student understanding

Use native language texts or ELP level-
appropriate texts as a supplement to
complex texts

Purposefully teach vocabulary

Provide bilingual glossaries

Provide word/phrase cards with photo or
illustration for definition

Build background

Use visuals

Use TPR

Use graphic organizers

Use acting or role plays to
demonstrate student
understanding

Use native language texts or
ELP level-appropriate texts as
a supplement to complex texts
Purposefully teach vocabulary
Provide bilingual glossaries
Provide word/phrase cards
with photo or illustration for
definition

Build background

Use visuals

Use graphic organizers
Purposefully teach vocabulary
Provide bilingual glossaries
Provide audio books (in
English) to support content
learning

Analyze complex
grammatical language about
both concrete and abstract
topics




ARKANSAS ADULT EDUCATION

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS RESOURCE TOOL

X7

tkansas Division o
Workforce Services
Adulz Education

Provide audio books (in English and
native language) to support content
learning

Provide sentence starters and frames
Draw and label or write words/short
sentences

Complete vocabulary log with images

Provide audio books (in
English and native language)
to support content learning
Provide word/phrase banks
Provide sentence starters and
frames

Student Groupings

Partner work (with additional scaffolds)
Small groups (with teacher support and
additional scaffolds)

Partner work (with additional
scaffolds)
Small groups (with additional
scaffolds)

Partner work
Small groups

13 Adapted from WIDA Consortium. (n.d.). WIDA support examples across levels. Retrieved from
https://lincwellell.wikispaces.com/file/view/WiDA+Support++Examples+Across+Levels.pdf
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https://www.dlenm.org/what-we-do/instructional-support-and-resources/claves/
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